CONVERSION FACTORS

Multiply
By To Obtain thousand acre-feet per year 0.8921 million gallons per day 0.001380 thousand cubic feet per second 0.6195 thousand gallons per minute 0.003377 million cubic meters per day million gallons per day 1.121 thousand acre-feet per year
INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this report is to present a summary of preliminary 1995 water-use estimates by State for the United States, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and the District of Columbia. The U.S. Geological Survey has compiled similar national estimates at 5-year intervals since 1950. Preliminary estimates of water withdrawn from surface-and ground-water sources for offstream water-use categories also are presented in this report. Quantitative assessments derived from this type of national compilation can be used to establish trends and evaluate the effectiveness of alternative water-management policies and conservation activities.
PRELIMINARY WATER-USE ESTIMATES
Water withdrawal in the United States during 1995 is estimated to have been 400,000 million gallons per day (Mgal/d) of freshwater and saline water for all offstream uses (table 1). Total freshwater withdrawals during 1995 are an estimated 340,000 Mgal/d, which is about the same as the 1990 estimate (339,000 Mgal/d, table 1, p. 9; Solley and others, 1993) . Offstream uses include withdrawals of surface water and ground water for uses such as public supply, domestic, commercial, irrigation, livestock, industrial, mining, and thermoelectric power. Total surfacewater withdrawal during 1995 is estimated to have been 323,000 Mgal/d, or 1 percent less than during 1990 (327,000 Mgal/d, table 1, p. 9; Solley and others, 1993 Solley and others, 1993) , which is the peak year of withdrawals of the 5-year compilations. These estimates indicate that water use in the United States decreased from 1980 to 1995, even though population continued to increase during the same period. Estimates of public-supply withdrawals during 1995 were 4 percent more than during 1990 (38,500 Mgal/d, table 9, p. 23; Solley and others, 1993) , and estimates of self-supplied freshwater withdrawals during 1995 in comparison to 1990 are as follows: domestic, 1 percent less; commercial, 22 percent more; irrigation, 2 percent less; livestock, 22 percent more; industrial, 2 percent more; mining, 22 percent less; and thermoelectric power, 1 percent more. "" M- 
